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PEOPLE who use the internet or a phone to use other people's identities to commit a crime could be sentenced to five years in jail under a new law. 

The law, passed on Wednesday, expands the crime of identity fraud to include a number of activities such as flying interstate or booking domestic 
flights online using a fake identity. 

"Identity theft is one of the fastest growing crimes in Australia," Commonwealth Attorney-General Nicola Roxon said. "Organised criminals invent or 
steal identities in order to evade detection and commit serious crimes." 

Australian Privacy Foundation board member, Dr Katina Michael, said that while the changes may help prevent businesses "data mining" people's 
personal information online, it could also cause problems for the majority of people who legally use different names in different forms of identification 
on and offline. 
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